
HEBREWS 1:1-4

1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets 
at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The 
Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

Hebrews 1:1-3

1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, 2 but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by his Son…

Hebrews 1:1-2

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 

proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they 
pour forth speech; night after night they display 
knowledge. They have no speech, they use no 

words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice 
goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of 
the world.

Psalm 19:1-4



And these are but the outer fringe of his 

works; how faint the whisper we hear of 

him! Who then can understand the thunder 

of his power?
Job 26

In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. Through 

him all things were made; without him 

nothing was made that has been made…
John 1:1-3

The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 

the glory of the one and only Son, who came 

from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:14

1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, 2 but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by his Son…

Hebrews 1:1-2



...whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the universe. The Son 

is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things 

by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty in heaven.
Hebrews 1:2a-3

...whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the universe. The Son 

is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things 

by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty in heaven.
Hebrews 1:2a-3

Jesus:
The Heir of
All Things

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death — even death on a cross!

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the 

name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father.
Philippians 2:6-11



Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 
heritage, and the ends of the earth your 

possession.

Psalm 2:8

Jesus:
The Creator of

All Things

In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. Through 

Him all things were made; without Him 
nothing was made that has been made.

John 1:1-3

…if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; behold, the new 

has come.
2 Corinthians 5:17



 “aionas” vs “kosmos”

Jesus:
The Sustainer of All 

Things

He is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together.

Colossians 1:17

…being confident of this, that he who began 

a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
Philippians 1:6



Jesus:
The Radiator of God’s 

Glory

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity 

lives in bodily form…
Colossians 2:9

Jesus:
The Representative of 

God’s Nature

In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:1



Jesus:
The Purifier of His 

People

‘He himself bore our sins’ in his body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sins and live 

for righteousness…

1 Peter 2:24

FINISHED
Jesus:

The Supreme Ruler



“He (Christ) sat down and the right hand of 

the Majesty in heaven.”

Sit at my right hand until I make your 

enemies a footstool for your feet.
Psalm 110:1



Hebrews 1:1-4 | God’s Final Word: His Son 
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways, 2 but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and 
through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance 
of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining 
all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 
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 A beleaguered assembly. A group of people having endured 
persecution has lost motivation. Or are in shock and disbelief that in “these 
last days” our God and Messiah has become silent. Just like Israelites 
wondering the wilderness, these Jews turned Christians are in a difficult 
place. I could see them sining this song in prayer, that “I just need to know 
that I’m, that I’m not alone.” Have you ever seen a movie where tragedy 
strikes, fear ascends and people freeze or retreat? Chaos abounds? You 
can see people stunned asking,”what is happening?” Or people demanding 
answers from those who have more information screaming,”Say 
something!” Such were the conditions of this small audience who have 
begun asking very hard questions and fighting disbelief, hearing whispers 
of temptation to pack up and head back to the old ways. Then a message 
arrives. The author doesn‘t even sign it because these people know him. 
The group huddles together and someone begins read:  “In the past God 
spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in 
various ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son...” 
  
 We all need communication. In every relationship, there is a deep 
need to know and to be known through communication. See here the soft 
words, reassuring us that God has spoken. The author, though, wants to 
put a clear divide in this communication. We have the phrase “In the past” 
and the phrase “but in these last days” to work through. God speaking in 
the past to “our ancestors” is a clear reference to the Old Testament. God 
began to speak long before we began to listen. P. Kent Hughes refers to 
this as the eloquence of God, and he notes that it can be seen in the acts 
of creation. Psalm 19:1-4 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour 



forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. They have no 
speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their 
voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.”  
All throughout nature, we can see the handiwork of a creative, attentive 
God. Job 26, extols God and his power over nature. In verse 14 we read, 
“And these are but the outer fringe of his works; how faint the 
whisper we hear of him! Who then can understand the thunder of his 
power?” Oh, the power, the beauty, the artistry communicated by our God 
in creation!  

 Then, we begin to look deeply at the Old Testament. Think about the 
different styles of writing used. Narratives are on the menu in Genesis, 
Exodus, Joshua and Judges. Think of song of the Psalms. If you don’t 
understand Ecclesiastes, maybe the Proverbs will spark the Spirit of God in 
you. Need romance? Song of Solomon. If you miss the mystery of Daniel, 
perhaps the prophecy of Isaiah will capture your imagination. Malachi is a 
Q&A with God. Deuteronomy is one big sermon. God spoke in thunder and 
lightning. He spoke in soft whispers. He spoke through donkeys and 
through the sun and the moon standing still. He communicated through 
plagues, visions, and writing on the wall. Our God has spoken throughout 
the Old Testament in “many portions and in many ways” so that there is 
something for everyone. Also see that the Old Testament is progressive. No 
one prophet got the whole revelation. To Abraham God revealed the nation 
from which he would bless the whole Earth. To Jacob, God revealed the 
tribe. To David and Jeremiah, God revealed the family. To Micah, God 
revealed the town. To Daniel, God revealed the time when he’d be born. To 
Malachi, God revealed the forerunner who would come before him. In 
Jonah, His resurrection was typified. To Isaiah, the manner and purpose of 
his torture. This communication and revelation of God, His attributes, and 
His plan is diverse and creative but it is incomplete and insufficient on its 
own.  The Old Testament casts shadows and displays signs pointing to 
what was to come “in these last days”.  

 The phrase “last days” was well known to the people of God. It meant 
“the end” or “finality”. God’s communication “in these last days” would be 
His final communication. It would be complete and whole. It would be all 
sufficient and satisfying. God has spoken to us through His Son. John 
1:1-3 says “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 



that has been made…” continuing to verse 14 of the same chapter, “ The 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth.” To a people who were wondering what 
God was planning, the writer wanted to be crystal clear. What God 
communicated in the sending and the person of Jesus was all that needed 
to be said.  And, what follows is the beginning of this author’s (and 
ultimately the Holy Spirit’s) desire to elevate Christ as supreme. 

 Verse 2a-3 “...whom he appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s 
glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things 
by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” 

Jesus: The Heir of all things.  
 It makes sense that when you are announced as first born son, you 
would assume heirship. But it’s not a lazy announcement. The Bible is 
emphatic about this, calling it an “appointment”. Jesus was “appointed” in 
that he did not demand heirship. He did not assume it as a birthright 
against the Father’s will. No, He submitted to the Father completely, and so 
Christ’s heirship is an exaltation from the Father. This process is talked 
about in Philippians 2:6-11, where we read this:  

“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he 
made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a 
servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death — even death on a cross! 
 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave 
him the name that is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 Christ made himself low, so the Father exalts him as heir of all things. We 
read in Psalm 2:8 “Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 
heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.” Not only does 
Christ inherit the earth, but “in bringing many sons and daughters to glory,” 
he inherits a people. We are his TREASURE. We are “the joy that was set 
before him” in his quest to endure. That our God would treat such an 



underserving creation with such care is worthy of our whole devotion. We 
were created to display the glory of God and enjoy Him forever, and in 
Christ, we are co-heirs with Christ in this great inheritance (Romans 8:17).  

Jesus: The Creator of all things. 
And if it weren’t enough to be “appointed” heir by the Father, Jesus stands 
supreme as Creator. In the Gospel of John 1:1-3, we read that,”In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things 
were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.” We 
read it all through out the New Testament that everything was made in, 
through, and for Jesus (1 Cor 8:6, Col 1:16, and Rom 11:36). And as we 
consider how our God has created through Jesus, how much more 
beautiful and meaningful is it that, “…if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” (2 
Corinthians 5:17) He made every galaxy to every particle. He made it all, 
owns it all now until forever, and has the means to follow through on every 
single thing He has promised. When we read this word “universe” or “world” 
in verse 2a, the greek word is “aionas” which differs from the word 
“kosmos” which just means worlds or cosmos. The word this author chose 
has a connotation of meaning “all the ages” or “sum of all the periods of 
time”. Jesus owns all time and everything that is incapsulated in time 
including the future into eternity which leads us to verse 3. 

Jesus: the Sustainer of all things. 
Jesus sustains us all by his powerful word, says the author. In the greek 
“rhema” is used for “word” but it’s very specific. It means spoken word 
instead of “logos” which is more of a revelatory term and less literal. See 
this, Jesus has from the beginning, is now, and will forever be speaking 
you, me, and everything into existence with his actual word. He knows your 
name. You are here on purpose even when it feels like chaos much like it 
did to the Hebrews. Colossians 1:17 says that “He is before all things, 
and in Him all things hold together.” He’s got it all together even if we 
don’t. Whether we are down and out, depressed, sick, broken, persecuted, 
you have to know deep in your heart that Jesus will sustain you just as he 
sustains the world. And, when we feel inadequate in our sanctification, 
Jesus sustains us in that way as well says Philippians 1:6 “…being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it 
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  



Jesus: the Radiator of God’s glory. 
God’s glory is His goodness, his beauty, his holiness, his creativity, his 
mercy and grace all on majestic display. Jesus radiates that glory. He 
doesn’t just reflect it, no, he produces it. In Colossians 2:9, Paul tells us 
that, “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form…” 
At Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus, Jesus came to him in 
blinding light (Acts 9 and 22), and Paul knew it was no normal light. It was a 
glorious light, unlike any he’d seen before. Paul knew, in this light, in this 
Christ, was the fullness of God the Father. Jesus is the Father’s 
communication to us of His great glory.   

Jesus: the Representative of God’s nature. 
 In radiating Gods glory on earth, we see that Jesus is God and is one 
with the Father, but He is more than that. He is also a separate entity all 
together that is a representation of God to the world. The term used by the 
author for “exact representation” or imprint would be the term used to refer 
to an image on a coin and the dye that cast it. He is one with the Father, 
but he is also his own coin. Look back to John 1:1. ”In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” This is 
part of the deep mystery of the Trinity, and while people have struggled to 
really grasp the depths of its implications, we can still benefit of the beauty 
and truth of knowing that Jesus, God with us, is one with the Father, holy in 
every way, but can also sympathize with us having been one of us, tempted 
in every way (Hebrews 5:15). When we want to see what God is like, we 
must look at the Son. Have a question about the full nature of God? The 
Old Testament gives us glimpses. It shows us signposts that point to Christ 
where we see all of God’s nature. Look to Jesus. In trials, in temptation, in 
struggle, get communication from God by looking at the nature of God in 
represented in the person of Christ Jesus, the Son of God. 

Jesus: the Purifier of His People. 
Jesus came to offer himself for us. Look back to Philippians 2:5 where 
Jesus made himself nothing, humbling himself and obediently enduring a 
shameful death so He might be exalted and we might be made free. In the 
coming weeks, the author of Hebrews is going to lay out argument after 
argument about how Jesus is the superior hight priest because He has 
made the final sacrifice for us, his own innocent blood so we might be 
made like him. As 1 Peter 2:24 says, “ ‘He himself bore our sins’ in his 
body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness…” the price Jesus paid by taking our sins on himself is the 



price required to free us from sin to live in the righteousness in Christ 
before God, restoring the ability to live Coram Deo which means “before 
the face of God” that we were created for in Genesis 1 and 2. This means 
that practically, we were meant to live ALL of life in the presence of God, 
under the authority of God, by the Word of God, to the glory of God and all 
of this is accomplished in the FINISHED work of Christ (Hebrews 10:11-12, 
John 19:30). There was no way for us to earn that righteousness. It is only 
by grace through faith (Romans 3:21-26 and 5:9). When God sees His 
people, He sees Christ His Son, and that is glorious! 

Jesus: the Supreme Ruler. 
All of these previous titles lead to one last title. Because Jesus is the 
Inheritor, Creator, Sustainer, Radiator, Representative, and Purifier, He is 
exalted as the Supreme Ruler. The author uses all of these titles to build to 
the phrase, “He (Christ) sat down and the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven.” To sit down means the work is done. To sit down in the Majesty, 
means to sit in heaven next to God. This is no ordinary seating at a 
restaurant. No, “Jesus, party of one.” This is an announcement of official 
enthronement. This is a Ruler taking his rightful place being exalted. As the 
Father announces in verse 13 taken from Psalm 110:1, “Sit at my right 
hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” Jesus made 
it clear at his earthly hearing recorded in Luke 22:69-70 that He, the Son of 
God, would be enthroned next to His Father. This position “at the right 
hand” is the position of greatest honor. And in that position, the Sustainer 
who speaks us into existence also intercedes for us says Romans 8:34 and 
Hebrews 7:25. The Supreme Christ prays for you, for me, forever! Let that 
wash over you as is did a wearied group of Hebrews who had wondered if 
God had left them. People who were enduring persecution, being tempted 
to turn away from the faith, and had become dull in hearing were given a 
wake-up call welcoming them into a deep realization that God has spoken 
in Jesus and that communication is more than sufficient. As a skilled 
carpenter holds nails to a board and gently taps them in order to set them, 
the author of Hebrews opens his letter with ideas and arguments that he 
will begin to hammer home so that his audience knows that above all 
things, Jesus is. Jesus is supreme, exalted, glorious. Jesus is our 
righteousness, our standing before God. Jesus is better. 

So as we started with a song, let us end with a song. We began with a cry 
for answers. We began with a cry for God to speak, we end with a 
response inspired by the Holy Spirit. 



End with Psallos Hebrews 1:1-4 - https://youtu.be/ageaRJgKKPA


