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HEBREWS 6:13-20 



9 Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we 
are convinced of better things in your case—the 
things that have to do with salvation. 10 God is not 
unjust; he will not forget your work and the love 
you have shown him as you have helped his 
people and continue to help them. 

11 We want each of you to show this same 
diligence to the very end, so that what you hope 
for may be fully realized. 12 We do not want you to 
become lazy, but to imitate those who through 
faith and patience inherit what has been promised.

Hebrews 6:9-12
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13 When God made his promise to Abraham, since 
there was no one greater for him to swear by, he 
swore by himself, 14 saying, “I will surely bless you 
and give you many descendants.” 15 And so after 
waiting patiently, Abraham received what was 
promised.

Hebrews 6:13-15
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11 We want each of you to show this same diligence 
to the very end, so that what you hope for may be 
fully realized. 12 We do not want you to become 
lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and 
patience inherit what has been promised.

Hebrews 6:9-12



16 People swear by someone greater than 
themselves, and the oath confirms what is said 
and puts an end to all argument. 17 Because God 
wanted to make the unchanging nature of his 
purpose very clear to the heirs of what was 
promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 18 God 
did this so that, by two unchangeable things in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have 
fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be 
greatly encouraged. 

Hebrews 6:16-18



God’s use of an oath in making His promise to 
Abraham is a divine double-down.

-God’s plan/purposes don’t change.
-God can’t lie.
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God’s use of an oath in making His promise to 
Abraham is a divine double-down.

-God’s plan/purposes don’t change.
-God can’t lie.

What did God promise Abraham and why?_
-Genesis 22 - Abraham commanded to offer 
Isaac as sacrifice



15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from 
heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by 
myself, declares the Lord, that because you have 
done this and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 
and as the sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants will take possession of the cities of 
their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all 
nations on earth will be blessed, because you 
have obeyed me.”

Genesis 22:15-18



18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable 
things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we 
who have fled to take hold of the hope set before 
us may be greatly encouraged. 

19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, 
firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary 
behind the curtain, 20 where our forerunner, 
Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has become 
a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.

Hebrews 6:18-20
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[This temple is] in heaven, and that’s the point. [The 
author] is working back to explaining, in the next 
chapter, what it means to speak of Jesus as a high 
priest ‘according to the order of Melchizedek’….What 
he’s going to say, more fully, in the passages to come 
is that Jesus has gone in, not into the earthly Temple 
in Jerusalem, but into the true sanctuary, the world of 
heaven itself, right into the innermost courts and into 
the very presence of the loving father. And he has 
gone there on our behalf.

Tom Wright, Hebrews for Everyone (London: Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004), 66.



We are attached to him as though by a great metal 
cable. He is there, in the very presence of God, like 
an anchor. As long as we don’t let go of the cable, we 
are anchored to the presence of God; all the winds, 
tides and storms that may come can’t shift us. There 
is enormous comfort to be had, precisely at such 
times, in the knowledge that the anchor is ‘secure 
and solid’ (verse 19).

Tom Wright, Hebrews for Everyone (London: Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004), 66.



We are not promised that there won’t be any 
storms; indeed, the provision of a secure anchor 
implies that there will be. What we are promised is 
that we will be kept safe.

Tom Wright, Hebrews for Everyone (London: 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004), 
66.



Remember: The audience of Hebrews is 
suffering persecution. They are considering 
leaving the faith.

The author is once again shouting, “Wait! Don’t 
give in! Jesus is our hope, our anchor, and He 
is holding strong. Just don’t let go!”

The Holy Spirit has the same message for us 
today.


