
Love the World Notes - 1.15.2020 

�  

Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the entire Bible. If 
you flip a Bible open to the middle, you're very likely to 
end up in the Book of Psalms, and if you do, it's just 
as likely you'll be in Psalm 119.


� 

Psalm 119 is an interesting psalm, and we could talk 
at length about how it's written, but I'd rather focus on 
what it says for now.


Think about it this way: if God were going to put one of 
the longest sections of text in the near-middle of His 
book, it's probably important to know what is says, 
right?




Fortunately for us, we don’t need to read all 176 
verses of Psalm 119 tonight. All of it can be summed 
up in one short phrase: Love the Word.


� 


Let's explore the very first stanza of Psalm 119, and 
you’ll see what I mean. 



� � 


1 Blessed are those whose ways are blameless,

    who walk according to the law of the Lord.

2 Blessed are those who keep his statutes

    and seek him with all their heart--

3 they do no wrong

    but follow his ways.

4 You have laid down precepts

    that are to be fully obeyed.

5 Oh, that my ways were steadfast

    in obeying your decrees!

6 Then I would not be put to shame

    when I consider all your commands.

7 I will praise you with an upright heart

    as I learn your righteous laws.

8 I will obey your decrees;

    do not utterly forsake me.




In the first eight verses of the psalm, we find a love 
and reverence for--and even dependence upon--God's 
Word that likely shames us.


We don't love God's Word like the psalmist does. 


We don't revere it, don't depend on it.


And we should. We desperately need the Word of God 
in our lives.


Feel free to disagree personally. Maybe you do love 
God’s Word.


Or maybe you did, but now reading it has become less 
of a delight and more of an obligation?


I’m not here to judge anyone’s personally devotional 
life.


Instead, I want to speak very generally about the 
American Church because we’re in trouble.


We are the Church with the most resources for 
teaching, for personal growth, for discipleship, and yet 
we do not know what the Bible says.




Let me show you what I mean.


State of Theology


� 


Every few years, Ligonier Ministries puts out a study of 
the beliefs of Christians in the United States. I have 
been following this study since 2016, and I have to say 
that I've been repeatedly dismayed. 


I don't want to take too much time tonight focusing on 
the bad news, but I think I need to prove my point 
about our loss of love for the Bible.


So we're just going to look at five of the more than two 
dozen questions the survey asked.


The results are staggering.




1. The Bible, like all sacred writings, contains 
helpful accounts of ancient myths but is not 
literally true. 

� 

-Doubts the infallibility, questions the exclusivity of 
Christ’s claims


2. The Bible is 100% accurate in all that it teaches.


� 

-Doubts the infallibility, questions the authority




3. The Bible has the authority to tell us what we 
must do.


� 

-Rejects the authority of the Bible, creates a new 
Christianity w/o a doctrinally foundation—>You can 
believe whatever you want and call yourself a 
“Christian” when you through out the rule book and 
make yourself the arbiter of all doctrine.


The next two questions, then, will demonstrate the 
results of a loss of love for and respect of God’s Word. 



4. God is a perfect being and cannot make a 
mistake. 

� 

-Doubts the perfection of the Trinity, undermines the 
sacrifice of Christ for our sins 

5. Jesus Christ's death on the cross is the only 
sacrifice that could remove the penalty of my sin.


� 

-Undermines the sacrifice of Christ for our sin,s 
negates the need for a Savior




That's all terrible and scary, but I want to show you 
one more bit of research about just how much trouble 
the church in America is in.


Barna Research

This is from an article that the Barna Research Group 
posted last year. 


� 


According to their research, the typical 15-23 year old 
will spend over 2,767 hours in front of a screen. That's 
8 hours a day looking at a laptop, phone, tablet, or TV.


That same age group, however, will only consume 291 
hours of spiritual content, if they are church-goers, and 
153 hours if they are not church-goers. 




What that means is this:

Our young people in this church are, on 
average, spending eight hours on digital 
content and just under one hour on spiritual 
content. 


That's terrible, but it's even worse when you realize 
that young people in general spend almost a half-
hour a day on spiritual content. 


Church-going young likely only spend 22 minutes 
more on spiritual content that those outside the 
Church.


Why We Don't Know What the Bible Says 

� 


I think that they are three main reasons for why the 
Church has lost its sense for what the Bible says about 
us and about God, and this research from Barna 
illustrates the first one quite well.




We don't read the Bible anymore. 


� 


We have abandoned God's Word for other things. 

We didn't have this problem fifty years ago because, 
simply put, there weren't as many distractions fifty 
years ago and the culture around us wasn’t as 
antagonistic toward people of faith.


We live in a loud society. 


There is a lot to distract ourselves with, and they aren't 
all bad things. 


What's bad, however, is when we neglect the Bible--
the eternal truth of God--for temporal entertainment, 
when we numb our minds and never uplift our souls.




Now, if you're thinking to yourself

"Those numbers are just terrible. What is our church 

going to do to help our young people?” 

then, you've illuminated the second reason we're in 
this fix: the abdication of the individual Christian's 
responsibility for their own spiritual growth and the 
abdication of the responsibility of parents and 
grandparents to disciple their young people in favor of 
letting the youth pastor handle it. 


In short, we expect others to teach it to us and our 
children.


� 

Please understand me: the church, the pastors--we're 
here to help.


Help. Not do it for you. And that's become a very real 
issue in the American church.




These young people who are filling their lives with 
eight hours distinctly non-spiritually uplifting content 
and leaving the spiritual content for last are our kids 
and grandkids.  

We, the parents and grandparents, are the ones 
who gave them the screens, so I want to know: 
what are we going to do about it? 

The last reason I think that we've landed ourselves in 
this mess is that we have begun to rely on Christian 
media--TV, radio, books, etc.--and not the Bible for 
our instruction in the faith. 


� 

Friends, this is where I have been many times in my 
life. 

I have often found a great book that really helps me to 
better understand the Bible, and I'll read it in a week 
but then struggle to open my Bible. 

That’s shameful, and God has convicted me of it.




It's also shameful at how much weight we give to the 
words of a preacher because he or she is on TV or has 
a bestselling book when none of that makes them 
authoritative. 


Anyone can get a TV show. Anyone can sell a bad 
book. It doesn’t make them right or true.


Our world values celebrities, and it is sad that we in 
the Church have followed suit and made pastors into 
celebrities whose words can be substituted for the 
Word of God.


But there is no true substitute for the Bible. 


No sermon is good enough. 


No book is powerful enough. 


We must turn to the Bible, if we are to truly follow 
Jesus. 



The Bible - Spiritual Fuel


Church, the Bible is not some textbook that we have 
to study to pass a test. 


The Bible is our light in the dark. It is a love letter from 
one who is fighting for us. It is a source of comfort and 
consolation in a world that is filled with pain and 
despair.


We need the Bible like we need human contact. The 
Bible is our tangible point of spiritual contact with 
God.


� 


"But what about prayer?" you might ask.


Prayer is vital. Prayer is the spark that lights the fire, 
but the Bible is the fuel. 




� 

If we're not praying, we're just reading a book. 


If you're praying and not reading the Bible, then you're 
talking to a God you don't really know and you're likely 
not hearing things that He has to say to you.


We believe that we are beings living both a physical 
and spiritual life. 


We feed our physical body--sometimes, too much! 


So, why not feed our spiritual self? 


I fear that if we continue this trend of neglecting the 
Bible, the Church in the USA will be comprised of 
starving, malnourished, pseudo-Christians. I’m afraid 
that we might have already reached this point.


Our only hope is to make a change now and fill 
ourselves with the truth of God.




Because if we aren't filling ourselves with His most 
obvious and tangible source of truth, how can we 
expect to be experience the intangible presence of His 
Holy Spirit? 


Putting it a different way: why would God reveal 
Himself to us through His power if we refuse to explore 
His revelation on the page?


� 


I don't ask why I had to buy a bigger size of  dress 
shirt last year. I knew why: I hate exercise, and I love 
pizza. 


You don't need to ask why you're having so many 
struggles in your spiritual life. 


You know the answer: you're not loving the Word, not 
filling yourself with God's truth.




We have to read the Bible. We have to love the Word 
like the writer of Psalm 119 did.


And to that end, I have a few practical tips I'd like 
share with you to help you develop a love for reading 
the Bible.


How to Love the Word 

1) Individual 
	 -Read the Bible four times a week (Intro Video) 

� Play Video � 


	 -Verse of the Day - Bible App/Daily Bread

	 -Bible in a Year (Bible/Podcast)

	 -Read Psalm 119, one stanza a day

	 -Scripture Journal

	 -Take notes while Pastor speaks; then read the 
passage he spoke about and check his work




2) Family 

� 

	 -Catechism - Not the Bible, but a start - EXPLAIN

	 -Weekly Memory Verse

	 -Read a story or two each night from a gospel

	 -Be an example to your kids of how to love the 
Word as an individual


3) Corporate  

� 

	 -Hebrews Class - Different books/ideas coming

	 -Bite by Bite Class




So far, I haven’t made much of a distinction between 
reading the Bible, daily devotions, and Bible study, an 
that’s mostly because my main focus here is to make 
sure we all see the problem in general so that, on our 
own, we can, with God, assess the problem in our own 
lives and then find a solution for us. 


So, if you already read the Bible regularly, it’s time to 
stop being satisfied with a cursory reading and start 
digging deeper. 


These two CU classes are focussed around that. The 
Hebrews class is a Bible study. We are trying to draw 
out of the text the deeper meanings that better 
illuminate the Gospel message. 


In Bite by Bite, however, Teri is going to be showing 
you how to begin to study. So, if you’re a regular Bible 
reader but never engage in much actual study of the 
Bible, this is the class you need to take next week. 


Teri will also show you some simple tools to use, some 
essential questions to ask, and she’ll give you a 
method that only takes about 15 minutes a day.




My challenge tonight is to convince you that this year 
is the year to learn to love the Word or to regain a love 
for the  Word.


To that end, I want you…

-To read it four times a week, at least. 

-To memorize portions that God uses to speak to 
you. 

-To study at least two different books of the Bible 
before the year ends.

-To deny yourself some entertainment, some 
distractions in order to focus on God and His Word. 


-MODEL THIS FOR YOU KIDS 

You can do this. Start small, look for longterm results. 
You will miss some days. You’ll have a bad week. This 
isn’t about being perfect. It’s about loving God by 
reading the Word He gave us.


Start with reading the Gospel of Mark or Psalm 119.


Study the Book of Galatians or the Book of Ephesians. 


If you don't understand something you read, make a 
note and come talk to me. I LOVE to talk to people 
about the Bible.




The simple message is this: make the Bible a 
regular part of your life outside of this place.  

Let your time at church, at Cstone U, and in small 
groups, be catalyzing moments, times when God 
takes your private prayer time and Bible reading and 
builds on it.


As you invest in your own spiritual health at home, 
you’ll find that you experience even more from God 
when you come here.


Now, before we go, I want to offer one word of 
caution. 


I want you all to be reading your Bible. 


I want you to know how to answer, at least some, of 
your friends' questions about God. 




But, let's be very clear: God is more concerned with 
our personal reading and application of His Word 
than our defense of it.  

� 


We don't read the Bible in order argue over it.


"But Pastor Phil, those people outside of the church 
say terrible things about God and the Bible."  

Yeah, I know. Let them. 


Prove them wrong not with Scripture—which they 
don’t respect—but with your life—which they can’t 
ignore.




Evangelist Rodney Smith put it like this: "There are five 
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and the life of 
the Christian. Most people will one read the last one."


� 


Make sure that you serve as an effective living 
gospel by filling yourself with the written one. 


