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HEBREWS 8:7-13



Because of this oath, Jesus has become the 
guarantor of a better covenant.

Hebrews 7:22

But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as 
superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is 
mediator is superior to the old one, since the 
new covenant is established on better promises.

Hebrews 8:6



7 For if there had been nothing wrong with that 
first covenant, no place would have been 
sought for another. 8 But God found fault with 
the people and said:

Hebrews 8:7-8
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“The days are coming, declares the Lord,
    when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
    and with the people of Judah.
9 It will not be like the covenant
    I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand
    to lead them out of Egypt,
because they did not remain faithful to my covenant,
    and I turned away from them,
declares the Lord.

Hebrews 8:8-9



This is the covenant I will establish with the people of Israel
    after that time, declares the Lord.
I will put my laws in their minds
    and write them on their hearts.
I will be their God,
    and they will be my people.

Hebrews 8:10



11 No longer will they teach their neighbor,
    or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’
because they will all know me,
    from the least of them to the greatest.
12 For I will forgive their wickedness
    and will remember their sins no more.”

Hebrews 8:11-12
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13 By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the 
first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and 
outdated will soon disappear.

Hebrews 8:13



And the point Hebrews wishes above all to make about the 
new covenant, as we see in verse 12, is that through it sins 
have at last been forgiven. With this, the previous 
covenant, Temple, priesthood and all, are ‘out of date’ and 
‘about to disappear’ (verse 13). This is the most powerful 
argument yet for the importance of holding on to Jesus 
instead of going back to the apparent safety of Judaism. If 
God has established the new thing he had always 
promised, to go back to the old is foolish as well as 
disloyal.

Tom Wright, Hebrews for Everyone (London: Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, 2004).
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11 Jesus is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has 
become the cornerstone.’

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to mankind by which we 
must be saved.”

Acts 4:11-12



7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was 
engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the 
Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses 
because of its glory, transitory though it was, 8 will not the 
ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 

2 Corinthians 3:7-8



29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two 
tablets of the covenant law in his hands, he was not aware 
that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the 
Lord. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face 
was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But 
Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders of the 
community came back to him, and he spoke to them. 
32 Afterward all the Israelites came near him, and he gave 
them all the commands the Lord had given him on Mount 
Sinai.

Exodus 34:29-32



33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over 
his face. 34 But whenever he entered the Lord’s presence to 
speak with him, he removed the veil until he came out. And 
when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been 
commanded, 35 they saw that his face was radiant. Then 
Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to 
speak with the Lord.

Exodus 34:33-35



7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was 
engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the 
Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses 
because of its glory, transitory though it was, 8 will not the 
ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9 If the 
ministry that brought condemnation was glorious, how 
much more glorious is the ministry that brings 
righteousness! 10 For what was glorious has no glory now 
in comparison with the surpassing glory. 11 And if what was 
transitory came with glory, how much greater is the glory of 
that which lasts!

2 Corinthians 3:7-11



12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We 
are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent 
the Israelites from seeing the end of what was passing away. 
14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil 
remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, 
because only in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this day when 
Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever anyone 
turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s 
glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:12-18


