
The Incarnation: Tabernacling 

Main Idea
Jesus left the glory of Heaven to suffer for us, knowing 
that temporary suffering would result in eternal glory, for 
both Himself and for us. 

We are called to live temporary, earthly lives for His 
glory, keeping our eyes on the restored lives we will 
enjoy, with Jesus, for eternity.

Introduction
"If God were to expose His life to our hands, He would 
not be safe for a second. We would not ignore Him; we 
would destroy Him. This charge may seem extravagant 
and irresponsible until we examine once more 
the record of what happened when God did appear 
in Christ. Christ was not simply killed. He was murdered 
by malicious people." R. C. Sproul, The Holiness of God 
(Kindle Locations 1835-1837). Kindle Edition. 

Review from last week: Jesus exposed Himself to  
risk by becoming a human, and in doing so, He 
neither sacrificed His divinity nor cheapened His  
humanity but, rather, possessed each equally.

The Word Dwelt
"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” John 1:14 

“Made his dwelling” = tabernacled ≈ “pitched His tent” 

The implication is that the eternal was born as a 
temporal/moral man, which emphasizes the temporary 
nature of this.



Paul, the Tent-maker
“….we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus 
from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present 
us with you to himself….For we know that if the earthly 
tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 
God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human 
hands.” 2 Corinthians 4:14, 5:1 

Paul was employed as a tent-maker during his travels, 
and here he is drawing a parallel between tents, 
temporary dwellings, with our present flawed,  
physical bodies. 

This life is like camping: it’s only temporary.

The Eternal Perspective
The incarnation leads to an eternal perspective because 
it begins with the Son, the Eternal One, entering into a 
temporary, physical form, and ends with Jesus being 
raised from the dead in a glorified, incorruptible body. 

“My kingdom is not of this world.” John 18:36 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
Matthew 4:17 

"For the joy set before him he endured the cross,  
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand  
of the throne of God." Hebrews 12:2

The Eternal Perspective
“Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we 
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed 
day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them 
all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what 
is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

"Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles…" 
1 Peter 2:11

Living for Eternity in the Now
"By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive 
as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know 
where he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like 
a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, 
who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward 
to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God...  
All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not 
receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them 
from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on 
earth. People who say such things show that they are looking for a 
country of their own. If they had been thinking of the country they had 
left, they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they were 
longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for  
them."  
"For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God."  
Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16, 12:2 



Because We are Living for Eternity…
We can embrace the risks that love requires. 
We can shift our focus from our glory, which will fade, to 
God’s eternal, which we will share in. 
We can live more for others than for ourselves. 
We can experience pain, suffering, and darkness as 
only temporary issues that cannot alter our truest, 
eternal selves. 

All Things New - Rev 21:1-5
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there 
was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their 
God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will 
be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain,  
for the old order of things has passed away.” 

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am  
making everything new!” 


